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PLANNING AND HOUSING COMMISSION  

 
DATE:            12 SEPTEMBER 2019 
 
SUBJECT:      PLANNING AND HOUSING COMMISSION: REVISED TERMS OF REFERENCE  
 
REPORT OF: PAUL DENNETT, SALFORD CITY MAYOR AND GMCA PORTFOLIO LEAD FOR 

HOUSING, HOMELESSNESS AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
To advise the Planning and Housing Commission that the Joint GMCA and AGMA Executive 
Board approved the revised terms of reference for the Planning and Housing Commission on 
28 June 2019. The revised terms of reference had previously presented as a draft to the 
Planning and Housing Commission on 12 September 2018. 
  
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The Planning and Housing Commission is requested to: 

 

 To note the Planning and Housing Commission Terms of Reference (attached at 
Appendix 1) 
 

  
CONTACT OFFICERS 
 
Steve Rumbelow, Chief Executive Rochdale Council and Lead Chief Executive Housing, 
Homelessness and Infrastructure steve.rumbelow@rochdale.gov.uk   
 
Anne Morgan, Head of Strategic Planning, GMCA Anne.Morgan@greatermanchester-
ca.gov.uk   
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1. BACKGROUND  
 
1.1 Following the election of the Greater Manchester Mayor and the refreshed Greater 

Manchester Strategy, the Planning and Housing Commission re-considered its Terms 
of Reference to ensure that they are fit for purpose and that the Commission can 
support the Strategy in creating a much more integrated approach to place-shaping, 
investing in all places in Greater Manchester.  
 

1.2 The proposed Terms of reference are attached at Appendix 1. The key areas of change 
are: 

 Updating the role of the Commission to reflect relevant aspects of the new 

 GMS Vision and the approach to place making it sets out 

 Updated the priorities for the Commission so that these reflect the ambitions 
in the Greater Manchester Strategy where these relate to housing, 
homelessness and infrastructure issues 

 To include the importance of supporting other key ambitions in the GMS, for 
example the work of the Homelessness Action Network and Low Carbon Hub 
Commission  

 Membership to be amended to include a broader selection of stakeholders, 
changes to private sector engagement and an emphasis of local community 
engagement. 

 
1.3 The Planning and Commission agreed the revised Terms of Reference at its meeting on 

14 December 2017 and recommended that they be reported to the GMCA\AGMA 
Executive Board for formal approval and adoption.  

 
2.       RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
2.1     To note the Planning and Housing Commission Terms of Reference (attached at 

Appendix 1) 
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 APPENDIX 1 
 

GM PLANNING AND HOUSING COMMISSION 
 

  
1 ROLE AND TERMS OF REFERENCE  

 
1.1 The role of the Commission is: 

 
To support Greater Manchester fulfil its vision to become one of the best places in 
the world to grow up, get on and grow old.   
 
To bring together key stakeholders from the planning and housing sectors in 
support of this vision, helping to create a place in which people are proud of where 
they live, with a decent home, a fulfilling job, and stress free journeys are the 
norm.  
 

1.2 To fulfil this role, the Commission will prioritise a number of key ambitions in the 
Greater Manchester Strategy: 
 

 Ensure we have the right employment sites in the right locations to support 
economic growth across all parts of GM; 

 

 Support GMs town centres to become quality places where people choose 
to live and work; 

 

 Become the UKs leading innovator in housing development; and 
 

 See all parts of GM become neighbourhoods of choice, with good quality 
affordable homes in safe and attractive communities, well served by public 
transport and with access to excellent to local amenities. 

 
1.3 The Commission will also contribute to several other key ambitions in the Greater 

Manchester Strategy, with particularly strong links to the work of the GM 
Homelessness Action Work and the GM Low Carbon Hub. 
 

1.4 
 

Amongst the ways in which the Commission will fulfil its role will be to: 
 

 Commission and publish research and evidence, to inform policy and decisions 
by the GMCA/AGMA and other GM strategic bodies, e.g the Local Enterprise 
Partnership as well as individual districts; 

 

 Provide advice to the GMCA/AGMA on strategic planning and housing issues; 
 

 Ensure that GM Planning and Housing work is clearly communicated to 
different stakeholder groups, including residents and communities; 
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 Work with a range of agencies and delivery partners to oversee programmes 
at the GM scale, ensuring that the planning and housing related ambitions in 
the GM Strategy are taken forward and implemented by a range of partners; 
and  

 

 Working with a range of groups and stakeholders, ensure the alignment of 
other strategies with our planning and housing ambitions, especially in terms 
of transport, connectivity and the natural environment. 

 
2 MEMBERSHIP AND ADVICE 

 
2.1 Commission membership is made up of: 

 

 The GM Portfolio Holder for Housing, Homelessness and Infrastructure 
(Chair)  

 One GM elected member from each of the ten GM districts, nominated 
annually at the GMCA/AGMA AGM  

 A representative of the GM Housing CEO’s Group  

 A representative of Transport for Greater Manchester 

 A representative of the Voluntary, Community and Social Enterprise 
network in GM 

 A representative of the Strategic Health Partnership in GM 

 A representative from a University planning or built environment 
department 

 
2.2 A vice chair is also appointed by the group from within this membership.  

 
2.3 Private Sector engagement will be through a Panel of private sector stakeholders, 

led by a small core group but managed flexibly to engage a much wider network 
of individuals on relevant aspects of work. One member of the Panel will be 
invited to take part in Commission meetings and the Panel will be invited to make 
reports at regular intervals in order to commission work or report on findings 
(agreed as a separate proposal).  
 

2.4 Local community engagement will be through individual GM Districts, and the 
Commission will work with representatives from all 10 Districts to ensure that 
meaningful opportunities for community engagement are created in the 
development of GM planning and housing initiatives. 
 

2.5 Advice and support to the PHC is provided by the lead Chief Executive for 
Housing, Homelessness and Infrastructure, as well as the GM Planning and 
Housing Team.  
 
In addition, the Commission can identify and appoint its own advisors to attend 
meetings or provide written advice on specific issues. Current advisors are 
appointed from: 
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 The Homes and Communities Agency   

 The Environment Agency   
 

3 ACCOUNTABILITY 
 

3.1 The Commission reports to both the GMCA and AGMA Executive Board through 
its Chair and the lead Chief Executive for Housing, Planning and Homelessness. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


